
This document is intended to present the information consumers might need for a successful car purchase abroad and the registration in various European countries at the 
moment of publication and in the most user-friendly manner possible.  It has no legal value however and the working group will not be held liable for any loss or cost incurred by 
reason of any person using or relying on the information in this publication. 
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Co-funded by 
the European Union

Norway
COUNTRY OF PURCHASE

Can I pay for a car in cash?

Yes, there are no restrictions on cash payments for the purchase of 
goods. However, any amount exceeding EUR 3 000 must be decla-
red to customs, regardless of whether the money is brought into or 
taken out of the country.

What about payment of VAT?

For new cars, the rate of VAT in Norway is 25 %. Purchases of se-
cond-hand cars are not subject to VAT. For a car to be considered 
second hand, no minimum age or mileage restrictions exist.

Is the seller obliged to provide a vehicle inspection?

No. The car must pass a periodic roadworthiness check (the first, 4 
years after the date of its first registration and then every other year). 
It is, however, legal to sell a car that has not passed this check, but 
the car is unlikely to meet the conditions of the contract of sale if the 
seller does not inform the buyer about this in advance.
A test drive to an authorised garage can be requested in order to 
have the car’s condition assessed. The following form can be used 
for the tests:
http://www.forbrukerradet.no/_attachment/1133660/binary/16284.
The average cost of the test is EUR 150.

Is the Norwegian vehicle inspection recognised in my 
home country?

Some countries recognise it. Check in advance with your national 
authority to avoid unnecessary costs. Further information is avai-
lable at the Norwegian Public Roads Administration: http://www.
vegvesen.no/_attachment/396053/binary/679733?fast_title=State
ns+vegvesen+logo+engelsk+versjon.jpg.

Can I have an expert carry out a check on the car at 
the seller’s premises?

If the seller agrees, you may ask a mechanic from a garage. You will 
usually have to cover the average costs of EUR 60-170.

What should I look out for in the contract of sale?

Read the contract carefully and only sign contracts you understand. 
Some traders try to exclude legal guarantee rights by claiming that 
the contract is a business-to-business contract or that the car is sold 
“without warranties” (only in business-to-consumer contracts would 
such a clause be considered null and void). Make sure that the name 
of the seller is the same as the name given in the registration docu-
ment, or that the seller has power of attorney to sell the car in the 
registered owner’s name. If you buy from a trader, make sure that 
the name of the company is mentioned in the contract and that 
there is an indication regarding VAT for new cars.

Can I cancel a signed contract?

• If the contract is signed on the seller’s premises, you have no 
legal right to withdraw (unless the contract includes the possi-
bility of withdrawal).

• If the contract is a distance sale contract and you have not yet 
collected the car from the seller’s premises, you can withdraw 
from the contract before delivery. You can also withdraw up to 
14 days from delivery of the car to your address.

What documents should the seller provide?

• The contract of sale or an invoice;
• The registration certificate (“Vognkort“);
• The contract normally includes a clause under which the seller 

confirms that the car is not pawned. The buyer can check whe-
ther the car is pawned by entering the registration number for 
free at the following link: http://w2.brreg.no/motorvogn/

Check if other documents are needed in the country where you 
intend to register the car.

Should I apply for temporary plates to drive the car 
home?

Along with Norway, Norwegian transit plates may only be used in 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland and Sweden.
You may be able to apply for transit plates from your home country. 
Check with your relevant national authority.
Competent authority: TOLL Customs
Schweigaards gate 15 - 0191 Oslo
Price: NOK 250 (+/-EUR 30)/day
Timeframe for delivery: 1 day
Validity: 3 weeks

http://www.forbrukerradet.no/_attachment/1133660/binary/16284
http://www.vegvesen.no/_attachment/396053/binary/679733?fast_title=Statens+vegvesen+logo+engelsk+versjon.jpg
http://www.vegvesen.no/_attachment/396053/binary/679733?fast_title=Statens+vegvesen+logo+engelsk+versjon.jpg
http://www.vegvesen.no/_attachment/396053/binary/679733?fast_title=Statens+vegvesen+logo+engelsk+versjon.jpg
http://w2.brreg.no/motorvogn/
http://www.toll.no/
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Regular national plates

If you wish to drive home with the national plates still on the car, are 
you obliged to return them to the competent registration offices, 
either in the country of previous registration or in the registration 
country?
To deregister a vehicle from the Norwegian Register of Motor Vehi-
cles, the licence plates must be submitted to an official registra-
tion office. The alternative is to get confirmation from the foreign 
authorities that the vehicle has been registered abroad (a copy of 
the foreign registration document for instance). If a foreign registe-
red vehicle undergoes a technical inspection before registration, the 
foreign plates must be handed in before the owner gets Norwegian 
licence plates fitted on the vehicle. Confirmation that the vehicle is 
registered in Norway is then sent to the foreign authorities so that 
they can update their register.

Do I need temporary insurance?

When driving the car home, you must be covered by insurance 
allowing you to drive on public roads.

If I have a complaint about a cross-border purchase, 
whom do I contact?

Contact your local ECC: www.forbrukereuropa.no

What out of court dispute resolution body is available 
in Norway?

The Norwegian Consumer Council provides out of court dispute 
settlement in Norway.

To whom do I report cases of fraud?

You can report them free of charge to the Norwegian Consumer 
Council for mediation. If the parties cannot find a solution, the case 
may be handled by the Consumer Dispute Court.
You can also report them to the nearest police station . Foreign ci-
tizens must come in person in order to file a report.

www.forbrukereuropa.no
http://www.forbrukerradet.no/
https://www.politi.no/kontakt_oss/kontakt_ditt_politidistrikt/

